Z. Siugetierkunde 58 (1993) 313-315
© 1993 Verlag Paul Parey, Hamburg und Berlin
ISSN 0044-3468

The Jungle cat, Felis chaus Giildenstaedt, 1776, in Jordan
By D. Kock, D. M. SHAFIE, and Z. S. AMR

Forschungsinstitut Senckenberg, Frankfurt a. M., Germany, Yarmouk Natural History Museum, and
Jordan University of Science and Technology, Irbid, Jordan

Receipt of Ms. 1. 2. 1993
Acceptance of Ms. 29. 3. 1933

The Yarmouk Natural History museum, Irbid, Jordan, exhibits a mounted female cat,
which a visiting mammalogist identified as desert lynx, Felis (Caracal) caracal Schreber,
1776. However, upon inspection in the collection (5. V. 1992), this cat immediately
distinguished itself as Felis (Felis) chans Guldenstaedt, 1776 by its black markings on
forelegs, black bars on dorsal side of tail and black tip of tail together with the grizzled
brownish colouration. The impression of a desert lynx may have been elicitated by its
physical aspect (long limbs, short tail) and a superficial similarity by tufts on tip of the ears
and by blackish face marks (lacrimal stripe).

The present specimen has no character of F. caracal (e.g. coat cinnamon to reddish-
fawn, ears outside wholly black, long pencil on tip of ears, short face), but instead has 3—4
black half-rings on dorsal side of tail, black marks inside and on back of forelimbs,
underside yellowish, all typical of F. chaus. The blackish coloured back of ear bears an
ochre bar running across, as in chrysomelanotis Nehring, 1902, a synonym of F. ch. furax
De Winton (1898). The external traits of both F. chaus and F. caracal as keyed by CorBeT
(1978) and illustrated (e.g. ANDERSON 1902; PRATER 1965; DorsT and DanperoT 1970;
HartenorTH and Ditter 1977; Kingpon 1990; L Berre 1990) render both species
easily distinguishable from each other.

The distribution in the Near East as compiled by Harrison (1968) and Harrison and
BaTes (1991) needs specification and completion, leaving aside vague and generalized
information. Available records are (see Figure):

Lebanon: Lorter (1880); Tripolis (= 1st record).

Syria: Haver (1985); Gamla 32.54.N-35.45.E, Golan (= 1st Syrian record of the present
subspecies!).

Israel: Harrison (1968): nr. Kefar Ruppin 32.27.N-35.33.E (HZM); Hazera (HZM).
Irant and SHaLMON (1983): Hula valley N-3; Moshav Ami quam H-9. ANoNymoUs
(1985): SW. shore of Lake Kinneret; Jordan River Park, E. shore L. Kinneret. CHAVER
(1986): springs of Yarqon River. ILant (1986): Nahal Alexander. Anonymous (1990): S of
Kibbutz Titrat Zvi, upper Jordan valley N-10; Kibbutz Neve Eitan N-9; Zeta winter pools
on coastal plain G-10.

West Bank: DE WinTON (1898): ar-Riha (= Jericho), holotype of F. ch. furax. NEHRING
(1902a, b): lower Jordan valley, i.e. N of Dead Sea. NexrING (1902b): Ain Dscheir = Ain
ed Dschuheijir, NW shore Dead Sea.

OssorN and Hermy (1980) and KinGpon (1990) mention F. chaus for Jordan, most
probably based on the oftenly cited Jericho record (West Bank), as in Harrison (1968)
and CLARKE (1977). The species has not been formally recorded from Transjordan,
although NEHRING’s (1902b) specimens could have been from either bank of the Jordan
river. Thus the eventual discovery of F. chaus in Transjordan could be predicted. The
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present specimen was collected near Damyeh Bridge (= Ed Damije) on the east bank of the

Jordan River, Balga Governorate, S of the Wadi Zerka confluence on the 9. Nov. 1988.
The skull of this specimen is not available for comparison. In view of the limited

reference material available to us, we can hardly comment on its subspecific identity. This
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Distribution of Felis chaus furax in the Levante; additional record = framed square, records (= black
dots) for Turkey after KuMERLOEVE (1967), for Syria after HarrisoN and Bates (1991), and
unpublished data
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is in contrast to CorBET (1978) who does not recognize any subspecies. The present
specimen is less marked with black than F. ch. nilotica De Winton, 1898 as figured by
ANDERSON (1902), but has the ochre band across the outside of ear similar, however not
contrasted by a dark upper tip. We allocate it to F. ch. furax De Winton, 1898, typified by
heavy dentition, because of very close geographic proximity. This subspecies is isolated
from nilotica of the Nile valley and may be geographically separated in the Near East
(Figure) from the population of Iraqi and Syrian Mesopotamia (= Gezira). The latter is
intermediate in size of teeth to the nominate form (Pocock 1951). Turkish populations
(KUuMERLOEVE 1967) are taxonomically unclassified.

Comparative material (skins only): Felis chaus nilotica De Winton, 1898: Egypt, “Lower
Egypt”, SMF 4221, 34667. F. ch. affinis Gray, 1830: Pakistan, Kashmir, SMF 44817;
“Pakistan”, SMF 65180. F. ch. kutas Pearson, 1832: India, Delhi, SMF 15727; Bang-
aladesh, Modhupur Jungle, Tangail Distr., SMF 61215.
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